
Decoding Traps: A Guide for Teachers and Parents (2026 Edition)
Spotting Quick Cash Traps: Say No to Temptation

Task 1


“I was only helping to collect money, open a bank account or run errands. I was not the one who cheated anyone, so the punishment should not be serious, right?” ✔/✘
Devastating Impact：
   __________________________		 __________________________
   __________________________		 __________________________

Legal Consequences：
· Theft: Maximum penalty of _____ years' imprisonment. 
· Fraud: Upon conviction, maximum penalty of _____ years' imprisonment. 
· Money Laundering: Lending a bank account to others or helping to handle proceeds of crime may result in a maximum penalty of HK$___________ and _____ years' imprisonment
· .
· 
· 









Task 2


In the “illegal debt collection” case, young people were paid a few hundred to over one thousand Hong Kong dollars to splash red paint on properties. What psychological weaknesses do you think the offenders took advantage of?










Task 3



When we see part-time job advertisements online, or hear from friends about jobs that claim “Earn thousands of dollars a day”, “No experience needed” or “Instant payment”, how can we spot illegal activities?











Understanding Victims’ Suffering and the Social Cost
The three cases involved substantial financial loss. Behind these crimes are many ordinary people, including older people, who have lost their life savings through scams.
1. In “scam and easy-money” cases, how might victims, especially older people, feel from the time they receive a scam call to the moment they realise that they have been cheated?
2. When a money-laundering group successfully launders criminal proceeds, it becomes very difficult for victims to recover their hard-earned money.If no one helped to launder the money, could the scam group still operate so easily? 
3. In an illegal debt-collection case, red paint was splashed on flats in several housing estates. Apart from the households that owed money, how might the incident affect neighbours, security staff and peace in the community?


My Pledge                         
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Spotting Quick Cash Traps: Say No to Temptation

Task 1

“I was only helping to collect money, open a bank account or run errands. I was not the one who cheated anyone, so the punishment should not be serious, right?” ✔/✘
Devastating Impact：
   __________________________		 __________________________
   __________________________		 __________________________

Legal Consequences：
· Theft: Maximum penalty of __10___ years' imprisonment. 
· Fraud: Upon conviction, maximum penalty of _14____ years' imprisonment. 
· Money Laundering: Lending a bank account to others or helping to handle proceeds of crime may result in a maximum penalty of HK$__5,000,000___ and __14___ years' imprisonment.
· 
· 





Visas and travel restriction
Limited options for further study

Unable to obtain professional licenses
Becoming a blackmail victim or a scapegoat



Task 2


In the “illegal debt collection” case, young people were paid a few hundred to over one thousand Hong Kong dollars to splash red paint on properties. What psychological weaknesses do you think the offenders took advantage of?
Immediate rewards outweigh awareness of legal consequences
The illusion of “easy money” with little cost
Peer pressure / desire of acceptance
Belief that minors won't have a criminal record










Task 3

When we see part-time job advertisements online, or hear from friends about jobs that claim “Earn thousands of dollars a day”, “No experience needed” or “Instant payment”, how can we spot illegal activities?Informal contact or interview arrangements


Unusual job requirements

Required to provide identity documents or important personal information


Vague or secretive job duties


Required to borrow your personal bank account


Required upfront payment





Understanding Victims’ Suffering and the Social Cost
The three cases involved substantial financial loss. Behind these crimes are many ordinary people, including older people, who have lost their life savings through scams.
4. In “scam and easy-money” cases, how might victims, especially older people, feel from the time they receive a scam call to the moment they realise that they have been cheated?
5. When a money-laundering group successfully launders criminal proceeds, it becomes very difficult for victims to recover their hard-earned money. If no one helped to launder the money, could the scam group still operate so easily? 
6. In an illegal debt-collection case, red paint was splashed on flats in several housing estates. Apart from the households that owed money, how might the incident affect neighbours, security staff and peace in the community?
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