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The past year was another demanding and challenging one for the Force as well as the Hong Kong
community as a whole.

In many ways 2009 was also a microcosm of the work undertaken by the Hong Kong Police to
support the community over the past decade: maintaining law and order during an economic
downturn, promptly and compassionately responding to a health quarantine operation related to
human swine flu (H1N1), facilitating the successful hosting of a major international event in the form
of the East Asian Games, and pursuing long-term strategies to address contemporary and future
policing challenges.
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When announcing my operational priorities for 2009, | emphasised
the Force would closely monitor the impact of the international
financial crisis and respond to developments in an empathetic, prudent
and professional manner to uphold law and order. While browsing
through this annual review of our activities you will discover that
significant results were achieved in pursuing this objective throughout
the year. Such a performance is a testament to the professionalism
and dedication shown by our officers and their concerted efforts to

serve the community with pride and care.

Despite the economic recession the crime situation remained stable
during the year, with the overall crime rate of 1 108 cases and
violent crime rate of 203 cases per 100 000 residents continuing
to reflect Hong Kong’s status as one of the safest cities in the world.
In this regard, | am particularly pleased to report key offences
in priority areas related to violent, triad and ‘Quick Cash’ crime
were well contained, and robberies and burglaries continued their
downward trend of recent years. There were again no offences
involving the use of genuine firearms, while six were seized as part
of our proactive efforts to prevent this type of crime. Reports of
domestic violence, wounding and serious assaults also remained

steady. Furthermore, a series of intelligence based operations with
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our Mainland and Macanese counterparts targeting triad-related
crime, loan sharking and illegal debt collection activities led to a
number of syndicates being neutralised, with action being taken to
recover the proceeds of crime and large quantities of fake goods,

weapons and drugs being seized.

Throughout the year, we continued to commit significant resources
to another of my operational priorities: tackling the trafficking and
abuse of dangerous drugs, and in particular supporting government
initiatives to combat the involvement of young persons through a
multi-agency approach. Close co-operation was maintained with
the Customs and Excise Department, as well as Mainland and
international law enforcement agencies to prevent drugs entering
Hong Kong, and we continued to focus local enforcement action on
traffickers who supply drugs to minors and the locations from which
they operate. Our Police Community Relations Offices in each
district undertook a wide range of educational activities at schools
and organised various innovative community events to raise general
levels of awareness. The provision of additional manpower resources
to strengthen the Juvenile Protection and School Liaison Officer
schemes also strengthened our ability to provide advice, support
and assistance to school authorities, teachers, parents and students

in relation to narcotics and general crime related issues.

Our officers responded positively to many other operational issues
during 2009. The East Asian Games was the first occasion Hong
Kong hosted a major international multi-sports competition and
our staff can take great satisfaction from the role they played in the
overall success of this event. The caring and compassionate approach
adopted by frontline officers during the seven-day quarantine
imposed at a leading hotel following an imported case of HI1N1
in May, and their efforts to prevent and detect sporadic incidents
of corrosive fluid being thrown from buildings in busy pedestrian
areas during the year reflects their commitment to provide the
community with a professional and constantly responsive service. In
addition, the proactive action taken by Marine officers against illegal
immigration and smuggling, and the manner in which traffic officers
introduced random breath testing to deter drink driving have

attracted considerable public acclaim.

From the management perspective, progress was made in advancing
a number of projects under our current Strategic Directions to
engage the community, develop the personal and professional
qualities of staff, strengthen criminal intelligence gathering capabilities

and support frontline units.
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A major initiative has been the introduction of an integrated
integrity management framework to further the success we have
achieved in promoting an honest, clean and values-driven police
service over many years. A considerable amount of baseline
activity was carried out during the year at all levels of the Force in
support of this initiative, including the promulgation of a set of seven
behavioural guidelines that reaffirm the parameters of how Force
members are expected to conduct themselves both on and off
duty. One of these guidelines is a commitment to protect personal
data and classified information, to promote a culture of compliance
amongst staff in an area where the public, quite rightly, expects the

highest professional standards.

Other significant achievements during the year include the
operational deployment of our new Counter-Terrorism Response
Unit in late December, the implementation of the Independent
Police Complaints Council Ordinance and our long-term efforts
to develop a knowledge-based organisation. This achievement was
recognised when the Force received major awards in both the Hong
Kong and Asian Most Admired Knowledge Enterprise Awards.

Looking ahead, 2010 again promises to be a busy and demanding
year for the Force. The economic downturn is not yet behind us,
the spectre of HIN1 remains ever present, and the management of
public meetings and processions related to political development,
livelihood and environmental issues is likely to form a major part of

our operational commitments.

Fortunately, | can confidently assert that the Force possesses
a wealth of experience, and well-developed strategies and
tactics for addressing such matters, experience that has been
honed not only during 2009 but also over the past decade of
unprecedented challenges. These strategies and tactics primarily
focus on engaging the community, enhancing co-operation
with Mainland and international law-enforcement agencies, and
maintaining a visible and responsive police presence through
intelligence-led policing supported by an effective response and

investigative capability.

In conclusion, | would like to thank Force members for the role
they have played in pursuing these strategies and tactics, and also
to assure all sectors of the community that we are committed to
building upon this approach during 2010 and the years ahead, to
ensure that Hong Kong remains one of the safest and most stable

cities in the world.





