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National Security is a top priority, and safeguarding national security falls within the Commissioner's
Operational Priorities. Following the enactment of the National Security Law (NSL) and the Safeguarding
National Security Ordinance (SNSO), the legal system and enforcement mechanisms for safeguarding
national security in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) have been improved. The National
Security Department (NSD) fully supports the work of the Government and the Force in this regard. The NSD
continuously monitors local and global situations, makes corresponding deployment, and maintains close
communication and co-operation with all stakeholders proactively to enhance public awareness of
safeguarding national security and abiding by the law, thereby fortifying the defence of national security.
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Guardians of National Security Live Up to Society’s Trust

The Force, in collaboration with the Department of Justice and the
Security Bureau, formed the Task Force on Basic Law Article 23 Legislation
to do a significant amount of preparatory work for drawing up the
legislative proposals, including in-depth studies and analysis of the
laws on safeguarding national security of the country and foreign
countries. The highly efficient and professional Task Force lived up to its
trust, assisting the HKSAR Government in discharging its constitutional
responsibility and historic mission to enact the Basic Law Article 23
legislation. The SNSO, which has been published in the Gazette and came
into effect on March 23, ensures robust protection of national security. The
Chief Executive presented an award certificate of the Chief Executive’s
Award for Exemplary Performance to the Task Force, as well as the
Medal for Safeguarding National Security to public officers, including
Force members, who have been involved in the safeguarding of
national security, in recognition of their significant contributions.
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The Safeguarding National Security Ordinance has been gazetted and come into effect. The Chief Executive presented an award
certificate of the Chief Executive’s Award for Exemplary Performance to the Task Force on Basic Law Article 23 Legislation, comprising
the Department of Justice, the Security Bureau and the Force. Moreover, Force members involved in the safeguarding of national
security and made substantial contributions were also awarded the Medal for Safeguarding National Security to recognise their efforts
and contributions in safeguarding national security.
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EZR%E4E NATIONAL SECURITY

Public recognition of the Force’s overall performance remained high in
Force Surveys conducted in 2024, with efforts in ‘safeguarding national
security’ receiving the highest rating across all areas of work. Similarly,
the Staff Opinion Survey recorded top ratings for ‘safeguarding
national security’ from Force members, aligning with the Public Opinion
Survey.

Laws Must Be Observed and Lawbreakers Be Held Accountable

The NSD is responsible for investigating offences endangering national
security, enforces the duties under the NSL and the SNSO, and fosters
cross-departmental collaboration with other stakeholders to combat
crimes endangering national security. By December 31, 2024, the
NSD has arrested 316 individuals suspected of committing offences
endangering national security since its establishment in July 2020, with
approximately 60% prosecuted.

Among these cases, the Court of First Instance of the High Court
handed down sentences of a case of conspiracy to commit subversion,
which involved serious circumstances and the largest number of
defendants, after over a hundred days of trial. The court convicted 45
defendants of conspiracy to commit subversion and sentenced the
principal offender to 10-year imprisonment. The others received jail
terms ranging from four years and two months to seven years and nine
months. The sentences showed that the subversion offence of the
defendants was extremely serious and they should be severely punished.

Professional Team Makes Continuous Improvement

To maintain a high level of security, it is essential to enhance the Force’s
internal system through a holistic approach to national security, and
adopt a bottom-line mindset in making preparations and contingency
plans for all kinds of defence. After the SNSO has come into effect, the
NSD actively stepped up internal training by conducting briefing sessions
for frontline officers to ensure their thorough understanding of the SNSO
and the requirements therein. Additionally, the NSD developed a training
package for Force training days to help all officers further grasp the key
provisions of the SNSO and the working procedures for handling
activities endangering national security.

During the year, the NSD launched the ‘National Security Representative
Scheme’ to strengthen the collaboration with Headquarters and frontline
officers. At the beginning of the school year, the NSD distributed national
security education packages to Police Community Relations Offices of all
districts to provide to schools timely and updated information about
national security education. Furthermore, an NSD publication corner
‘NSafe’ was set up at the Force Library in the Police Headquarters to
enhance Force members' knowledge and sense of mission in
safeguarding national security.
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EZREZSE NATIONAL SECURITY

In terms of education, the NSD partners with Force formations and
other disciplined forces to organise various activities that help people
from all walks of life understand national security from diverse aspects.
To enable the public to recognise the significance of national security
for Hong Kong’s long-term stability and prosperity, the NSD runs
an official WeChat account to share regularly current affairs and
knowledge related to national security. Looking ahead, national security
education can be further spread into schools and connected with the
community, to enable various community sectors, including the future
leaders, to understand the close relation between national security and
their daily lives, thereby joining hands and working together to
safeguard national security.
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The NSD set up an 'NSafe' corner, designated for publications on national security, at the Force Library in the Police
Headquarters. There are three sections, namely Books, Milestones and E-learning in which officers may access to national
security-related information and experience interactive learning so as to gain a deeper understanding of relevant legislations

and knowledge.
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Together, We Safeguard National Security

Geopolitical challenges remain a threat to national security, impeding
the development of both Hong Kong and the country. As such, we
should not forget the pain even though the wound has been healed.
External forces continue to smear the situation of Hong Kong, while
some people in Hong Kong engage in ‘soft resistance’ to incite
discontent with the Government and the country. Therefore, the
safeguarding of national security needs the participation of the general
public. Since November 2020, the NSD has operated a hotline to
receive reports. Members of the public can also submit national
security-related information via SMS, WeChat and email. To date, more
than 850,000 tip-offs have been received, making substantial
contributions to the safeguarding of national security.
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The NSD showcased a wide range of exhibits and launched the NSmart Quiz at the National Security Exhibition Gallery, and
introduced an enhanced version of the NS Express National Security Exhibition at the National Security Education Day cum Hong
Kong Police Force 180th Anniversary Police College Open Day to enable people from all walks of life to understand national
security from diverse aspects.
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