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November

Falsehood: On a flyover in Lam Tin, police officers
threw bricks onto the road.

Truth: Police officers were clearing bricks that
scattered over the flyover and throwing them
into the cargo compartment of a truck parked
underneath, to prevent others from using the bricks
for illegal purposes.

*kNumber of views of HKPF Facebook
(as of 30 December 2020)

2019

*446,352 times

January
2020

Falsehood: Plain-clothes police officers vandalised
a bank in Wan Chai.

Truth: Black-clad, masked rioters smashed panes
of glass at a bank in Wan Chai and blamed the
destruction on the Police.

*188,361 times

February
2020

Falsehood: A police officer holding toilet rolls was
shopping for personal goods while on duty.

Truth: Citizens saw the toilet rolls falling off a truck
and reported the sighting to the Police. Then,
officers retrieved the lost property and tried to
return it to its owner.

*375,818 times

February
2020

Falsehood: Police officers and triad members
attended the same banquet.

Truth: Police officers attended a private dinner
and did not know the patrons in other rooms of the
restaurant.

*378,395 times
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October
2019

Falsehood: A man attacked and injured by rioters
was a police officer who allegedly vandalised
facilities at a police station.

Truth: A man who tried to stop rioters from
vandalising facilities of the Tsim Sha Tsui Police
Station was attacked by rioters. The man was then
brought inside the police station by officers to
prevent him being further attacked.

skNumber of views of HKPF Facebook *387,062 times
(as of 30 December 2020)

May
2020

Falsehood: A police officer was blatantly vaping an
e-cigarette while on duty.

Truth: A police officer on duty in Mong Kok was
drinking water with a tube.

*263,625 times

August
2020

Falsehood: Police officers summonsed and
arrested civilians who were having a family
gathering in a flat in Sai Wan Ho.

Truth: Some people posed as a local news
organisation and published the fake news online.

*164,723 times

The Police issued more than 100 clarification or
rebuttal letters to a particular media organisation
but never received a reply.
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September
2019

Falsehood: A male police officer conducted a
search on a female in Tung Chung.

Truth: All the police officers who conducted the
search on the female were female officers.

*kNumber of views of HKPF Facebook
(as of 30 December 2020)

*732,493 times

Falsehood: After arresting a Mentally Incapacitated
Person, the Police did not notify the “Appropriate
Adult” for him.

Truth: Pursuant to guidelines, the Police
immediately notified the mother of the arrested
person in order to protect his interests.

*181,334 times

June
2020

Falsehood: Police officers, without producing their
warrant cards, blatantly “abducted” a citizen off
the street.

Truth: Making a lawful arrest of the lawbreaker, the
police officers had already produced their warrant
cards and explained the reason for the arrest.

*124,136 times

August
2020

November

Falsehood: A District Councillor claimed to have
been intimidated, subdued and denied his right to
contact his lawyer in Yuen Long during his arrest
hy the Police.

Truth: The District Councillor was never arrested
nor taken to the police station by officers that
night. He later admitted that the post was nothing
hut a sheer fabrication.

*120,

2020

303 times
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May
2020

Falsehood: Two traffic police officers slacked off at
work by playing chess or barbecuing.

Truth: The officers were operating a digital radar
detector to catch speeding vehicles and persons
driving in an unlawful manner.

sk Number of views of HKPF Facebook *273,653 times
(as of 30 December 2020)

November
2020

Falsehood: Police officers stopped and searched a
schoolgirl without valid reasons.

Truth: The schoolgirl sought the assistance of
police officers after losing her purse. The officers
asked the schoolgirl to produce her identity card
in order to record her personal particulars as the
informant.

*367,901 times

he Internet is boundless, but cannot be lawless. The public has the freedom of
speech, but they must not spread falsehoods and rumours, or even go beyond
the parameters set by the law.

As a professional law enforcement agency, the Police, even when put to the test
by overwhelming rumours and smearing, will continue to enforce the law with
determination as well as proactively and promptly rebutting fake news and false
information, in order to prevent the public from being misled.

Nowadays, with advanced technology and rapid dissemination of information,
the Police will use various platforms to release information in a timely manner, so as
to ensure that the correct information is conveyed and to help the public identify the
facts and truths.

In this new policing environment, the Police will also take the initiative to
strengthen communication with members of the public, especially young people, and
will actively cooperate with stakeholders in different sectors of society, actively
explore new communication channels and seize opportunities to connect with the
community and schools, with the objective of enhancing the relationship between
the Police and the public, to win the public’s trust and support.
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How can you alie?

Stop and think
Don’t believe rumours and hearsay so easily
Alert relatives and friends: don’t be led by emotions
Separate facts from lies by “fact-checking”

Not sure if something is true or false ? Don’t share it!
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