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anuary 2023 marks the 50™ anniversary of
OffBeat, marking a new starting point of its
history.

Since its inaugural issue in 1973, OffBeat has
withessed every important moment of the Police
Force and left ifs footprints on the long passage
of history. | remember that when | first joined the
Force, OffBeat had already been one of the most
representative publications of the Force. OffBeat
then was sfill black and white, covering different
themes.

Throughout these years, OffBeat keeps
innovating itself. It has changed from black and
white printing in its early days to full-colour "book
paper" printing today. Its number of pages has
increased from the inifial 12 pages fo foday's 20
pages. To keep pace with the times, webpage
and online page-lipping versions have also been
launched. All these are the result of enthusiastic
support from all members of the entire Force and
the hard work of the OffBeat Editorial Committee
over the past 50 years. More importantly, OffBeat
refains the original infent of its inauguration that -
to display the human side of the Force. In
addifion to publishing the daily duties of the
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Force, it collects moving stories and precious
photos of the officers from all formations,
emphasising the use of "character stories” as the
cover page, sharing real and heartwarming
police sfories one after another to strengthen
communication and understanding among
every tier of the Force and between the Force
and the public. Among them, many sfories have
been reprinted by different media, which has
successfully allowed OffBeat to change from an
infernal newsletter info to a publication for all.

On this occasion of the 50™ anniversary of
OffBeat, | would like to express my heartfelt
thanks to members of the OffBeat Editorial
Committee and to all those who have been
involved in the publication of OffBeat. | am sure
that OffBeat will confinue its commitments to
disseminate information of the Force among
colleagues and the public by infroducing the
work beliefs and development of the Force,
thereby establishing our pride in the Force and
deepening the public’s understanding of our
work to strengthen their confidence in the
Force.

Commissioner of Police Siu Chak-yee

Hif Contents

i R
p3 (%) WWENA QK
PS5 (HE) %k - RRALS

pl1l (&%) W

‘p15 A\ ¥ % 35— #1705 3 '@ A #Mr. Roy Bailey
p17 THf X EHCER) I EH

Foreword from Commissioner of Police
Foreword from OffBeat Editorial Committee

History, Development and Reform of OffBeat

Interesting Anecdotes of OffBeat

Interview with Mr. Roy Bailey

"Five Ways to reform OffBeat" Campaign

"

/ |



X ) BREECHRT HELE  BREA 0 A&
< = EAERAEES  KREREERFERZ —-
SRERZE (Z8) ETAFLESFTOLRIE &

TERENBRED  ZMEFAERED (EB) WIEH
ME BEZO—ZF+ALKRN (B8) F—THLES
T BERRTERBEMERETIREGeoffrey Somers

(1928-2021 » RXES [ ) BEN—L¥d 4
BPEBT TRANER - WEETADHE -

HEERGERERL - [FAERKRZEENEET
W (BR) BETEENAG  BERTERANENARR
B DRABRALINMBERNES  TIEFN&EHEE - |
[F% - Geoffrey SomersTE X EIEE (&) MRIFMER
RRR - [HiR (EB) WENHREE  SRAAER
TEFHBRERE  BUMARZIEEALX 8R=-TDO
NETERROKR ] [HEBETEREL (EE)
FHAZHWESR TR ? EMEFRETERN S —E
"""" AN —E | PRAE—9HEEEBL T (&
B) Mk RERTRMIAR (EB) GEZRENIIE
ABERER  TMERARMOED S - BRE—H (EE)
THRIEANA SR DD RE MBI R kA o

LE/\%HHEU%ET A - ERE L ABLERRF
ZHMARFEIEERESNED - MEXFRREB
TR CEREBRAIIGR - HEES
BRI S E MR - MRABMAZRMN R FER
RETRTESENEROSEERESEN - FETH
MEBE R ZEOEE  URFEERESE THHMYE
o EE—RIBEARRN/E - EFER (BEB) &5

g

b

iy
=x

®

DJ

0

o

ofp

H)i

I

o
m XA

%

o

T
[ ﬂut!} %\

\L

o
5
Jill
T
1

7_;12

]]H

N

7 Bm(u=B) 2iE

SREIFhiEmA

ACEE) REZESHE
OffBeat Editorial Committee Members

BREEZHRAM AT - LR 2IWNEERA - LRE
HEBARRGE—RE KBRS RAFS1HE AAEE -
HiE (ZB) dRT+AFNEERZ  REZRe
MR (E8) BERMNEBE  EREXEBHERNER
TEMELRE  HHERRS  SUEAYE -

(BER) REZET



ffBeat has been published for half a century,
OolThough it seems fo be a short while. Ifs long
history withesses the constant advancement of the Hong
Kong Police Force, making it one of the world’s most
excellent police forces. It is an honour for us fo be
engaged in publishing the 501 Anniversary of OffBeat
Commemorative Special Edition.

When preparing this Special Edition, Committee

OffBe
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members revisited the
relevant materials in
previous issues, including
the OffBeat Issue 1000
Commemorative Edition
published in October
2013. The words of the
then Commissioner of
Police, Mr Tsang Wai-hung,
and the founding editor of
OffBeat, Mr Geoffrey
Somers (1928-2021), have

made a deep impression
and lasting resonance in the Committee members.
MrTsang Wai-hung commented, "As the Force’s most
widely read bilingual publication, OffBeat has played,
and continues to play, a vital role in informing serving
officers, retirees and the public af large about the Force -
its values, its work and its development.” At the same time,
when reviewing the origin and development of OffBeat,
Geoffrey Somers mentioned, “The concept of OffBeat was
simple. Show the men and women of the Force the good

work they were performing throughout the community 24
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hours a day and seven days a week." "And what better
fitle could there ever have been for the Force’s own
publicity flagship than OffBeat? That summed it up in
one word... it would show another side of the Force - the
human side.” These words tell exactly the origin of
OffBeat, reflect the vision and mission of the Editorial
Commiftee and serve as the driving force of its members.

What impressed the Committee members the most
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in recent years came from a colleague who shared in his
article the life of three generations at the Fan Garden
Police Quarters. He received training at the Police Cadet
School in Fan Garden, and was allocated a unit in the
former Fan Garden Police Quarters. His son also joined
the Force affer growing up. When his grandson was born,
his son was also assigned a unit in the newly completed
Fan Garden Police Quarters. The lines are filled with the
inheritance among three generations, as well as the
delicate feeling with the Fan Garden Police Quarters. The
array of fouching and heartwarming short stories are
presented in a multifaceted manner in front of readers
through OffBeat, the publication that exhibits the human
side of the Force and withesses the colleagues’ passing
on the spirit of serving the public from generation to
generation.

At this celebratory moment of the 50" anniversary of
OffBeat, the Editorial Committee wishes OffBeat constant
advancement to spread the Force's belief, endeavours
and outstanding performance through fexts and images

that tell good stories of the Force and Hong Kong.

OffBeat Editorial Committee
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ffBeat was first published in 1973 to showcase the
Oou‘rs‘ronding performance of Force members for
building their pride and confidence in the Force,
gathering infernal unity, and allowing the public to have a
deeper understanding of the Force’s efforts in preventing
and fighting crime. Meanwhile, through interesting and
fouching stories of Force members, OffBeat reveals the
human side of the Force and serves as a communication

bridge among the Force, its members, the media and the
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general public.

In the early days, colleagues in charge of OffBeat
came mostly from the Information Services Department.
They endeavoured to discover anecdotes and little-known
stories related fo policing work. To enrich substantially the
contents of OffBeat and supervise its continuous
development, the Editorial Committee was formally
established on the fifth anniversary of OffBeat. Ifs first

meeting was held on January 27, 1978, chaired by the

A bridge connecting every heart

of Force members for
half a century
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OffBeat Editorial Committee Meeting in the 1980s.

2008
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Chief Police Relations Officer, with representatives from
various formations or units, including Support, Personnel,
Districts, Crime, College and Welfare, as members. Af
present, Chairman of the Editorial Committee of OffBeat is
the Chief Superintendent of Public Relafions Wing. In
addition to representatives from various units of the Force,
the Committee also includes representatives of civilian
grades and Information Officers in the Force, and an
externally contfracted English Writer to assist in editing. They
cooperate closely with feam spirit to facilitate publication
of OffBeat. All along, the Committee meets fortnightly to
preview the manuscripts of each issue, review the most
recently published issue, discuss the contents of the next

issue and explore longterm plans.
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OffBedat was

. printed in
colour on
the cover
page for
the first

time in
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- The sturdier “book paper” is used in April 2020 with
more pictures appeared.
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OffBeat has been striving for excellence FSS

and keeping pace
with the fimes

T was initially prinfed in black and white. I was not until April 1995 that

OffBeat was prinfed in colour on the cover page for the first time, and
the cenfrespread pages followed suit in the following year. The layout of
OffBeat has also been changed with the fimes, from a newspaper of 12
pages in the early years to 16 pages in 1981. During the five years after
January 1994, the page number of each issue varied alternately between
16 and 20. Since June 16, 1999, when the full-colour newspaper was
premiered, OffBeat comes in 20 pages per issue.

OffBeat was also reformed in 2020. It is now prinfed on book paper,
with a stronger contemporary sense in its typography design. Colourful
pictures cover a large part of every issue and police stories are still
published, but with a new look. Each issue includes a special cover story
after the reform. The page-flipping version is also available online for
readers to browse OffBeat more conveniently. Over the past 50 years,
OffBeat has reporfed different stories that witness how the Hong Kong

A-—OZOF LM LIBEAR ° Police Force fakes the lead globally in excellence, and it will keep telling

The page-flipping version has been

avallabla onliie Snee 2020, good police sfories in the years to come.

Comprehensive reform

Switching to “hook paper” printing

The paper quality of the reformed OffBeat has improved

substanfially as the sturdier “book paper” is used for its prinfing fo
make the prinfout more convenient for storage and delivery, and

the ink less likely to come off.

To keep pace with the fimes, more pictures appear on the

reformed OffBeat, making the pages more reader-friendly and
attractive. A pagelipping version is also available online fo facilitate
reading by the public. It also brings a better browsing experience fo

users of mobile devices. After its reform, the tofal page views of

OffBeat has increased by 50%. / y




B DI\ D18 wi | TE S i = Using “Exclusive Interviews”

IR EMNE T EUTRERRAT - 2 as cover-page stories
R TAYET ] ARGEARBNERE - FHRER In the past, the stories on the cover page came
A ER AR AEBE]  BRUAMCc—E - mainly from articles contributed by various formations
R E S RIEE M ARIK ) , or units. After the reform, the substituting “exclusive

interviews” bring out different themes through

in-depth inferviews to achieve
“a small role but
profound impact”,
presenting the
human side of Force
members in front of

the readers’ eyes.
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OffBeat Special Editions

The Force published the Hong Kong Police Force 150" Anniversary Commemorative

Book and OffBeat Issue 1000 Commemorative Edition in 1994 and 2013 respectively. Since
the publication of TIDERIDERS in Sepfember 2020, the Force has set up thematic confents in
response fo the current social environment and selected the most appropriate themes fo

produce OffBeat Special Editions. In the past two years, the Force has published seven

OffBeat Special Editions, infroducing the work and contfributions of the Force in different

fields such as stopping riofs and violence, animal profection and fighting the epidemic. Each Special Edition will
be distributed to relevant organisations according fo the theme, including animal clinics, youth organisations,
anfiepidemic personnel, community leaders, as well as local and international schools. Electronic versions of

the Special Edifions are also available to promote information about the Force to the public.
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Adding special columns

Special columns such as “Morale Booster”, "A Smalll Role But

Profound Impact” and "Genuine Words from the Public” are
included in the interior pages of the reformed OffBeat. These
columns inspire officers to share their daily work and feelings for the
public to have a deeper understanding of crime prevention and
fighting crime. Through public acknowledgement of the officers’
professional performance, both the public and the officers are told
the lafest public appreciation stories that encourage the officers to

continue striving for self-improvement, boosting their morale and

drawing themselves closer to the expectation of the public.
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OffBeat Issue 1000
Commemorative Edition
was published in 2013.
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Since the publication of TIDERIDERS in
September 2020, the Force has
published seven OffBeat Special Editions.
The fotal views online are over 570 000.
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code to relive the
OffBeat Special
Editions
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Keeping precious negatives

The rich texts and images of OffBeat enrich ifs
readers' reading experience. In the days when digital
photos were not yet popular, the photos of OffBeat were
all shot on negatives. The humber of negatives for felling
various police stories in each issue was huge. These
negatives with great historical value for producing
previous issues of OffBeat are still kept by the Public
Relations Wing.

A BERNCEZERARGRE - BAELEENER DAR
7R -
Although digital photography is now fully adopted,
the negatives with great historical values are still kept
in good condition.

A

# o AT RERESRET
- BEH—H (EB) b

FLETER  BRERBELERNRMEANLSD

Ay /._.
FETH

B - B M AE M - (BE) REISUIESR
EEENEREAORTS - H?@E’Jflﬁuuﬁylfké% ? a
BEERBELE - WAKREE  METS R THETE
EAREE MR TR -

Manual-typing the lines

When computers and e-mail were not yet popular,
staff of the Ediforial Commitfee would collect contributions
from colleagues by mail or with a fax machine. After
receiving the submission, the editors would type out the
manuscripts with a typewtiter for subsequent editing and

typesetting.

A BSMRAERIE (BB) REIRNITFH -
The typewriter used in the old days still resides in the
editorial office of OffBeat.




flBeat publicises the excellence of the Force
Obilinguqlly in both Chinese and English fo
instil the pride and confidence among the officers.
Since publication of the first issue in 1973, apart
from its availability fo officers of the Force, OffBeat
has been mailed to different police organisations
all over the world to highlight the achievements of

the Hong Kong Police Force in various aspects for

by the police forces around the world.
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Interesting anecdotes
from the past 50 years

mutual exchanges. Whenever a new issue of
OffBeat is published, it will be packed immediately
for the lafest information of the Hong Kong Police
Force 1o be known promptly by the police forces
around the world, including those of the Mainland,
Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia, the UK, Australia,
Canada, Kiribati, Fiji, Papua New Guineaq, Israel

and Cyprus.

< BEHF—H (BB) Hik - ASESFLETER  BREVOXIERZHANERAS -

Whenever a new issue of OffBeat is published, it will be packed immediately to be known promptly
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Collaborating with the public

Since its inception, OffBeat has been publishing thank-
you lefters from citizens, withessing the cooperation
between the police and the public for half a century. In the
inaugural issue in 1973, it was recorded that the Force
received several letfers of thanks and donations from
citizens. One of the letfers was written by a civilian secretary
of the Force to thank the officers for their assistance in
recovering his lost car.The columns "Morale Booster” and
"Genuine Words from the Public” sfill keep publishing
thank-you lefters from citizens to praise officers for their
professional performance.

- HE
i

. ERBXEE

i -

BRI
o BITE MmN

EES -
REE - RO

MM BERRE

cEFTERNE

2E | BT - N
NG B o R

b
o MR MTWE
ﬁEﬁ—éﬂ—

R - St e

BB A E 0 e
EFBEFEFAE |
BRPBR - PERER
N b R R

£
E?Hﬁ#h%ﬂ

SN E | -
B A@sR

-
REm |

o

A —VERYTRBUWERBREE  UBRHASHYMEEKXE -
The letter was written by a civilian secretary of the
Force to thank the officers for their assistance in
recovering his lost car.
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Attracting various advertisements

In the latest issue of OffBeat, you can find promotional
information from various formations and unifs, such as
membership recruitment, event information, souvenir
promofion. In addition, there is a "Welfare Section” which
publishes information related to recreation and welfare.
Nowadays, most of the advertisements or postfers on
N [ OffBeat aim to promote

.gé e % information of the Force. In
>Q

the older issues of OffBeat

X int-180 Ral !

507 Bogen i) Swiut: KNI Ry however, the contents of
down payment

HE $30000 the advertisements were
varied. There was even an
advertisement section in
the early days that
welcomed merchants to
place advertisements on
OffBeat. Such commodities
included TV sets, real
44444 S esftate, perfume and
- motorcycles.
ATH(ER) WESRBEE

The contents of the advertisements were varied in the

older issues of OffBeat.
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Mr. Roy Bailey

> ERR-Nt=F2MBXREREN &5 (BR) AITIH
MIETEA R ©
Roy approaching the finishing line of the Dowman
Road Race in 1973 was captured in a photo which
became the cover page of OffBeat’s first issue.

» ) REEELF (Roy Bailey) RERBMNEEER

—HR (EE) NIREEE  -#ER_OZ—FF
K& (EB) AH A TAFZEMEREEN Y +5
STEEEI RN (B8) SHEHH -

E+FR S REBRBITBHELOLTN  R—ht=
F-A2MENREER - {J@EZ&ES@ITUHT%ﬂLt%ﬁ
FHZTE (Martin Rigby)  EREERIEN —REERZM
BIRTR - KA (ER) BITISEEES - WE [HF
ZE &R 1 | (Bailey lunges to the line!) {F/Z8E o

AR RLSE - KH: [RREERE LA TSRS
| ARNRIEST  EATESZEE  HAEBETEM
MBA  RESTEAER—RUEBA ?ERRARER
M2 EELHE—EE w5 2

LR E - REH (Z28) KE2aHH - BER
%o YR - (EBR) MEEEE  SIAREHR
BCEMRE B REMNIRERE - AW - RE : [HBK
SEHZAOR R - |

BNREE (BB) s NERERHER @ i
MERFNAGRBEERIF B8 (E8) M- L
HE (ER) BrrtiamERn - WHE (B8) B8
HET—EAE+TF - [AIERENREE-—AAFSTING

5

IR o
I : | s S, ST A BIRE BRI TSR THAR o
. AFLTRROEANEEREAER - SHFH A recent photo of the retired Chief Inspector, Roy
REEE) - WERENRNE (B8) R4 Bailey and his grandkids.
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| | BAILEY LUNGES
| TO THE LINE !

Roy Bailey is a retired Chief Inspector who resides on the Gold Coast

in Australia. He has always been a keen reader of OffBeat. At the

end of 2021 Roy reached out to the OffBeat Editorial Team to remind
them of the 50" anniversary of the first issue. He very kindly accepted an
invitation to be interviewed for this OffBeat Special Edition.

Approaching the finishing line of the Dowman Road Race back in
January 1973, Roy, who was a PTU insfructor at the time, was making a
great effort to catch race leader Martin Rigby. Roy’s effort was captured
in a photo which became the cover page of OffBeat’s first issue under
the caption "Bailey lunges to the line!"

“I was surprised to have the honour of being on the cover page of
the first issue,” Roy recalled. "As the winner Martin should have had that
honour. Maybe it was because it was a good photo or perhaps the fact
that | was wearing an inferesting number on my vest?” he joked.

Roy pointed out that in its early years OffBeat was printed in black-
and-white and contained many advertisements. Over the years it has
moved with the times by infroducing coloured printing, improved paper
quality and various new layout designs. "I must say though that | miss
the old black-and-white newspaper,” he lamented.

Being able to read OffBeat in his retirement has enabled Roy to stay
informed of happenings in the Force. He is grateful o have it mailed to
him every fortnight. He congratulates OffBeat on its half cenfury
milestone and hopes that it will continue to flourish for another 50 years.

"Unfortunately | shall not be around to be interviewed for the 100*

anniversary issue!"
Roy is now 75. He enjoys his refirement with his grandkids and

remains physically active and, of course, he still reads OffBeat! /

/ |
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Half a cenfury of eventful years for a dozen hundred volumes of epic words - OffBeat has

recorded the bits and pieces of the Force members’ heroism, courage and tenderness in the
most authentic and touching police stories.

The Force would not be complacent, nor will OffBeat stand still. At the 50" anniversary of its
'U publication, the Editorial Committee of OffBeat has especially arranged a series of activities to
— . strengthen interaction with the readers. An online survey has been conducted, with a view to

=i solicifing readers' opinions on various aspects of OffBeat for it fo meet the readers’ needs and

O strive for excellence.
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. Chief Superintendent of Police,
+ Public Relations Wing
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as OffBeat will continue its role as the Force's bridge of communication internally and externally &
C by publicising the good people and deeds of the Force, conveying the thoughts and feelings of D ¢
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serving Hong Kong with Honour, Duty and Loyalty

OffBeat @

EBRATAFELSHT
50" Anniversary of OffBeat
Commemorative Special Edition




	警聲50周年特刊_cover_final
	OB_Supp_01
	OB_Supp_02
	OB_Supp_03
	OB_Supp_04
	OB_Supp_05
	OB_Supp_06
	OB_Supp_07
	OB_Supp_08
	OB_Supp_09
	OB_Supp_10
	OB_Supp_11
	OB_Supp_12
	OB_Supp_13
	OB_Supp_14
	OB_Supp_15
	OB_Supp_16
	OB_Supp_17
	OB_Supp_18
	OB_Supp_19
	OB_Supp_20
	OB_Supp_21
	OB_Supp_22
	back cover

